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“1’hc joii)t U. S./I;rancc “1’C)P1lX/Poseidon satellite was launched on let Propulsion I .aboratory
August 10. 1992, and bccamc. opcraticmal  42 days later. ‘l’he ~~oo oak ~lr~ve, I )Iive,
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major goal of thi mission is to t;sc a radar altim~ter  system for l’:isackma,  CA 91109
making precise measurmcnts  of the hc.ight  of the sca surf me for
the study of the dynamics of large-scale ocean circulation, which is (b) Phone  818- 354-8
a kcy to understanding global  clilnate  change, Additionally, the data
a~c LISCX] for studying ocean tides and marine gr.op}~ysics.  ‘I”hc (c) I:AX 818-393-6’
radar altinic[cr also me.asums  wave hcig}]t and wind speed.  “1’hc
Inissicm is being conducted to optimim  the sea surface height 4. U
n]caslmemlc.l)ts  for a minilnutn  of thmc y e a r s . “1 ‘he. primary
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oi)je.ctivc  of the first six months of the n]issi(~n  was to calibrate an(l 5. (a) [J 11 Obscrving  l{arlh l~rom
validalc  the mission’s mcasurcmcnts. ‘1’hc vc.yification  results S[)acc
indicatv  that all the measure]ncnt  objwtivcs  have been IIICL.  In fi~c[,

.

many mcasurcmcnts have excer.dcd  performance requirements. llw (b)
r(x)t-]llcill]-s(]i]:irc  error of a single-pass sca height mc:isurcmc.nt  is
cstimatd  m bc less than 6 cm, far better than the performance of
any other satellite altinictcrsi A summary of the. mission’s results
during the first year will bc prcsc.nte.cl. ‘I”hc cn~phttsis  will bc place41 (c)
on the assessment of the mission’s unique  capability for tllc study
of’ large-scdc. cman  circuktioll. 6. n/a
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